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panied by two Indians, to ask two caciques who resided on
the opposite side of the river, to come directly to see him,
on his faith, without fear of any sort. They caine, though
unwillingly, and immediately the governor made them go
into the store-room, and putting a chain round their necks
had them led into his room, and there, near his bed, in an
instant had them bound; where, with some leaves under
them and a block of wood as their pillow, according to their
custom, they slept on the ground. These two caciques were
the same who presented him with seven hundred gold ducats
at the commencement of his government, as has already been
described. Then he began to ask for the salt and the honey
that he had left buried when he went down to the sea-shore;
for he had sent to get it, and had not found it. They
answered that they knew nothing about it, and kept no ac-
count of things in which they abounded. These answers
did not satisfy the governor, wherefore he threatened them
by saying that he would in one way or other be repaid; so
much so, that the youngest, Camachire, gave him two thou-
sand gold ducats, but of base alloy, worked into the shape of
boars, tigers, fish, birds, and other sorts of animals. The
governor seeing but little gold in proportion to what he
wished for, had a great fire made, and leading only Cama-
chire there, placed a great basket, before him, and fiercely
threatened that if, in four days, he did not give him as much
gold as would fill that basket six times, he would burn him.
The poor cacique therefore fearing death, promised to do
it, and sent some of his slaves to collect it. And because in
those countries of India the inhabitants generally wash
themselves two or three times a-day, a servant was entrusted
by the governor to lead the cacique every day to bathe, and
and punishments; and this want of understanding their fellow-men,
proved how little the Spaniards understood the first principles of colonisa-
tion. Hence the needless havoc of human life, and the wreck of the
New World which followed. (Trans,)